*When you read any of my works, you will need to have read The Dictator’s 
Handbook by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith to understand the 
messages that follow. Also, a reminder that the definition of youth used here is 
people under the age of majority. In the US, that’s people ages 0-17. 


*You might also want to read The 48 Laws of Power, by Robert Greene; /nfluence: 
The Psychology of Persuasion, by Robert Cialdini; Our Masters’ Voices: The 
Language and Body-language of Politics, by Max Atkinson; and Power: Why Some 
People Have It and Others Don’t, by Jeffrey Pfeffer. These books will help you gain a 
deeper understanding of youth liberation and how parents oppress their kids. These 
books will also be instrumental in helping you come up with strategies to avoid 
getting hurt by your parents, band together against the school system, and 
organize and protest safely and effectively. 


*The word parent-slaver means “parent who legally owns their kid as property.” 
This means that all parents who have kids under the age of majority are parent- 
Slavers. 


Spotting Parent Propaganda 


One skill that youth liberationists need to train is the ability to spot parent 
propaganda. We detail one helpful tip for spotting parent propaganda here. 


A reminder from DWYW Issue 3 that the definition of parent propaganda is: “Parent 
propaganda is an argument or idea that justifies the legal ownership and control 
that parents have over youth. Parent propaganda can also be rhetoric that argues 
for the legal ownership of or control over youth. Even propaganda that argues for 
legal ownership of or control over youth that does not explicitly mention parents is 
parent propaganda.” 


One way to spot parent propaganda is to remember that it is not “path-dependent.” 
This means that parent propaganda can and will often sound different when coming 
from people with different values. What matters is that it results in parents owning 
or controlling youth, not the intent or moral value of the message. Slavery enforced 
by sweet words is no different from slavery enforced by bitter insults. Here we list 
three examples of parent propaganda coming from three different political parties. 


A first political party might spew parent propaganda, and it might sound like “kids 
are helpless; they can’t do anything on their own; they’re worthless without parents 
guiding them.” This political party might prevent the repeal of laws that allow 
parents access to their kids' information and give them the power to control their 
kids' legal decisions. This political party’s ideology is very clearly anti-youth and 
pro-slavery, but parent propaganda isn’t just restricted to comical villains who are 
easy to identify. 


A second political party might spew parent propaganda, and it might sound like 
“kids are very important and should be protected; we have put rules in place to 
protect kids from people who hurt them; these laws will prevent adults from abusing 
or controlling kids.” This political party might disenfranchise most kids by forcing 
kids younger than 16 through a hundred impossible “security checks” just to vote. 
In this way, the party officials can disenfranchise youth while saying that they’re 
“preventing kids from getting their vote stolen by their parents” and “protecting the 
youth vote.” This party is nominally youth liberationist but is actually not only 
stalling for time in order to diffuse the movement’s momentum but also oppressing 
youth by actively disenfranchising them and claiming that their oppression is a pro- 
youth policy. 


A third political party might spew parent propaganda, and it might sound like “these 
religious nutjobs are trying to brainwash my kids with garbage, and they’re filling 
their minds with lies.” This party might ban kids from participating in religious 
gatherings of any kind and from forming their own religious gatherings and 
organizations. This party is secular, and while this is a departure from the “obey 
your mother and father” of Christianity, they have taken away kids’ right to 
religious freedom and are thus oppressing youth. Not only that, but they’ve also 
reduced the right of youth to organize. 


So here we have three different ideologies, only one of which appears to be anti- 
youth, and yet each political party uses propaganda to advance and justify their 
oppression of youth. Youth liberationists should be aware that the parent 
propaganda of tomorrow will probably not look like the parent propaganda of today 
or yesterday. Parent propaganda constantly mutates and evolves, so it’s important 
that youth liberationists be on guard. Any beliefs spewed by politicians can be 
parent propaganda if they result in or perpetuate the control and legal ownership of 
youth. 


Crippling 

There are some families that are more like “crime syndicates with family 
characteristics” than anything that resembles a true family. Events within the family 
(and extended family) are censored by a single parent or council of parents, and 
then a fake history is constantly presented to the outside world, complete with 
paper trails and alibis (given by other elders of the family). As such, no one ever 
knows what is going on behind closed doors except members of the family. Slavery, 
torture, human trafficking, murder, imprisonment, and more are successfully 
concealed in families (and extended families) that operate under this system of 
governance. 


Four examples of this type of censorship are: 


1) A kid is being abused by their parents and is getting really emotional because 
she is suffering, and the fake story is that she has a genetic mental illness. 

2) An aunt and uncle kidnap and launder one of their sister’s kids, and the fake 
story is that the single mom abandoned them and the benevolent and 
selfless aunt and uncle took them in. 

3) A kid is kicked out of the house by her own parents, and the fake story is that 
the kid “broke her parents’ hearts” by running away from home. 

4) Parents beat their kid so badly they put her in the hospital, and the fake story 
is that the kid attacked first and has always been violent and unstable. 


Crippling is a practice that occurs in these types of families due to the ability of the 
leaders of the family to effectively censor and rewrite family events and history. 
Crippling is the practice whereby parents cripple kids who aim to upset the family 
censorship policy or expose the criminal activities of their parents. One thing that 
no one ever considers is the immediate reaction of kids who find out that their 
parents are criminals. These kids are often taught democratic values and told to 
report to the police, so naturally they report to the police. 


When the kids report to the police, or even if they just find out what their parents 
have been doing, the parents face going to prison if they don’t shut the kid up or 
make them seem less credible. Due to the rule of law in democratic countries, 
criminal parents cripple their kids instead of killing them, using social and cultural 
values to weave a Story that justifies their behavior towards their kids. One 
hypothetical example is parents renting their daughter out as a prostitute. When 
she finds out that what is happening is illegal, the parents act to shut her up. The 
parents drug her morning coffee with a poison that doesn’t kill her but effectively 
paralyzes her and/or prevents her from being able to support herself. Her parents 
claim she got her “health condition” from this or that origin to keep people from 
guessing that they did it. They use the increased bills they have to pay, both to 
support her and to treat her “condition,” to generate resentment. They weave a 
story of a needy, ungrateful brat who doesn’t even show gratitude for all the 
sacrifices they have made for her. All the parents in the community resent the 
daughter for being ungrateful and a burden on her parents and look the other way 
when the parents kick the daughter out at 15. Whether or not she survives until the 
age of 18, her parents have effectively branded her as untrustworthy for life. Due to 
prejudice against disabled people and her parents destroying her reputation, 
nothing she says will ever be taken seriously, especially in court. Even coming to 
the authorities about the fact that her parents crippled her wouldn’t be taken 
seriously. In this way, the parents cripple the daughter and then create an excuse to 
remove the food, water, and shelter she needs to survive. If she survives anyway, it 
doesn’t matter because she’s disabled and authorities won’t ever look past their 
prejudice in order to listen to her cries of child abuse. 


Kids in these criminal families should use whatever means possible to escape 
instead of biding their time or trying to wait it out. Whatever actions they take in 
order to free themselves from their family, up to exceeding actions that destroy 
their families’ reputation, are morally justified. We do not offer advice for kids in 
criminal families other than to escape immediately. Future youth liberationists 
might pool their experiences and come up with better recommendations for kids in 
these situations. 


Practicing an Escape Route 


One strategy that might be helpful to kids in abusive families is practicing an 
escape route. Having a plan of escape is only as good as one’s ability to use it, and 
people who are in fight or flight mode will have difficulty leaving familiar situations. 
The best way to make sure that you have an escape route to get away from your 
abusive parents is to practice using it every week. Otherwise, when the time comes 
to leave, you won’t be able to leave because you're either too scared or not 
prepared. 


In places where there is a bus network that connects the surrounding area, a good 
practice is to ride the buses as far as they go. Riding the bus network around your 
county is the best way to get familiar with the area. Actively being in places that are 
not your home opens you up to feeling familiar with them. In times of crisis, you 
need to feel comfortable riding the bus to someplace else, which means it’s better 
to explore the bus network as often as possible beforehand. 


Walking from one city or town to another is also a great way to increase your 
familiarity with the surrounding area. When you escape, you'll basically be walking 
until you either reach your friends’ house, a shelter, a place to camp, or some other 
place to spend the night. Doing practice runs of that long walk to find shelter for the 
night is very important. 


One way to practice an escape route is to actively stay over at relatives’ houses, 
homeless shelters, camping grounds, and friends’ houses. Not only are you more 
likely to show up at their doorstep on the day that you escape, but you'll be less 
likely to freak out and go running back home. Walking over to grandpa and 
grandma’s house every weekend and spending the weekend there is a great way to 
get used to escaping from your house. The same can be said of spending all your 
weekends at a friend’s house, camping in a tent one or two days of the week, and 
even going down to the local shelter and spending one night a week. The point is to 
practice getting away, and that means the whole experience, from packing a small 
backpack and escaping without drawing attention, to the long walk to shelter, to 
spending the night away from home and trying not to freak out. 


When the moment comes when you need to escape and your parents are screaming 
at you, blackmailing you, or beating the crap out of you, you'll need to be familiar 
with your escape route. If you’re not familiar with it, you’ll second-guess yourself 
and stay at home with your dangerous parents rather than rise to the occasion. 
Youth in dangerous situations might want to practice their escape routes to make 
sure that they’re ready to go when their parents go nuclear. 


